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                     WOMEN VETERAN ADVISORY COMMITTEE                           

1.  PURPOSE.  To establish a committee to explore issues and develop            

policy and procedures concerning care and services provided to female           

veterans at the medical center, consistent with Department of Veterans          

Affairs mandates.                                                               

2.  POLICY.  The Women Veteran Advisory Committee assists in assuring that      

all veterans, regardless of gender, receive the benefits to which they are      

entitled under federal law and Department of Veterans Affairs regulations       

and policies.  This committee helps assure the quality of medical care          

provided to women by addressing such issues as equal access, availability       

of gynecologic services, the physical plant, privacy considerations, and        

the current and future health care needs of female veterans.                    

3.  MEMBERSHIP                                                                  

    a.  The following staff serve as members of the Women Veteran               

Advisory Committee:                                                             

    Chairperson     Chiefs of Staff or Designee                                 

    Members         Chief, Patient Care Administration Service or designee      

                    Chief, Nursing Service, Wade Park or designee               

                    Chief, Nursing Service, Brecksville or designee             

                    Mental Health Service Line or designees                     

                    Chief, Social Work Service or designee                      

                    Women Veteran Coordinators, Wade Park, Brecksville,         

                      Canton, Youngstown, and Community Based Clinics           

                    Chief, Medical Service or physician designee(s)             

                    Chief, Surgical Service or physician designee(s)            

    Ex-officio      Associate Chief of Staff, Ambulatory Care                   

    b.  The committee meets on the second Tuesday of each month from 11:30      

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in the Director's Conference Rooms at each unit,             

A-134/A-144.                                                                    

4.  RESPONSIBILITIES                                                            

    a.  The Women Veteran Advisory Committee serves in an advisory              

capacity to management.  This committee monitors the services provided to       

female veterans, identifies areas for improvements and recommends changes       

to effect those improvements.                                                   

    b.  Service chiefs are responsible for assuring that committee              

members are provided with the time needed to perform committee activities       

and for cooperating in the accomplishment of approved actions in support        

of the facility's women veteran programs.                                       

5.  PROCEDURES                                                                  

    a.  In order to assure that quality medical care and other services         

are provided to the medical center's women veteran population, the Women        

Veteran Advisory Committee is involved in assessing and making                  

recommendations concerning:                                                     

    (1) equal access to VA treatment programs and medical care for both         

men and women;                                                                  

    (2) the availability of facilities and expertise to perform complete        

gynecological examinations on all female patients treated at the medical        

center and the availability of necessary care when gynecological problems       

are identified;                                                                 

    (3) the availability of diagnostic and therapeutic modalities needed        

for treatment of diseases commonly encountered in the female veteran            

population (e.g., postmenopausal symptoms, osteoporosis and breast cancer       

screening), both now and in the future, consistent with medical advances;       

    (4) availability of screening for history of domestic violence and          

sexual abuse in the military for eligible female veterans;                      

    (5) future plans related to availability of services of female              

veterans based on assessments of the growing female veteran population;         

and                                                                             

    (6) evaluation and monitoring of mandated data collections and              

reporting to Medical                                                            

Center management.                                                              

    b.  Minutes from the Women Veteran Advisory Committee are forwarded to      

the Performance Improvement Council.                                            

6.  REFERENCES                                                                  

    a.  Information Letter IL 10-93-027, Subject: Women Veterans Health         

Care Guidelines, dated September 27, 1993.                                      

    b.  Medical Center Policy 011-024, Mammography Action Group.                

    c.  Women Veterans Coordinators Program Guide, G-5, M-2, Part 1, dated      

October 7, 1991.                                                                

7.  RESCISSIONS.  Medical Center Policy 011-032, Women Veteran Advisory           

Committee, dated January 1, 1992.  The date of recession of this policy is      

November 12, 2001.                                                              

8.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY.  Office of the Chief of Staff, Wade Park and      

Brecksville.                                                                    
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WILLIAM D. MONTAGUE                                                          

Medical Center Director                                                         

