LOUIS STOKES                               MEDICAL CENTER POLICY 011-033        

VA MEDICAL CENTER                                       November 1, 1998        

10701 East Blvd.                                                                

Cleveland, OH 44106                                                             

                          BREAST CANCER SCREENING                               

1.  PURPOSE.  To provide policy and procedures for breast cancer screening      

in the Medical Center.                                                          

2.  POLICY.  It is the policy of this medical center that both diagnostic       

and screening mammography is made available to eligible women veterans as       

means of detecting diseases of the breast.  Diagnostic mammography              

services are available for symptomatic women and screening mammography for      

asymptomatic women as a means of reducing the morbidity and mortality of        

breast cancer through earlier detection at a more curable stage.                

3.  RESPONSIBILITIES                                                            

    a.  The Women Veteran Advisory Committee is responsible for                 

periodically reviewing the medical center's policy on breast cancer             

screening and recommending any changes, as warranted to the Performance         

Improvement Council.                                                            

    b.  Service Line and Service Chiefs who supervise clinical services         

are responsible for maintaining familiarity with the requirements of this       

policy and for assuring compliance with this policy within their                

respective service or service line.                                             

4.  PROCEDURES                                                                  

    a. Inpatient Women Veterans                                                 

    (1) As part of a routine history and physical examination, women            

veteran inpatients will be asked about their family and personal history        

of breast disease, and all women veterans will be offered an annual breast      

examination by a clinician prior to discharge.  The offer of the annual         

exam will be documented in the patient's medical records.  To help assure       

compliance with this requirement, house staff will be reminded of the           

above requirements at their rotation orientation.                               

    (2) Chart reviews will be completed under the quality management            

program of each clinical bed service to assure that appropriate histories       

and physical examinations for breast disease are being completed.               

Appropriate corrective action will be taken by the clinical bed services        

whenever compliance falls below the established threshold.                      

    (3) If a breast problem is discovered during examination,                   

mammography and a general surgery consultation will be arranged when the        

patient's clinical status is stable.                                            

    (4) If no breast problem is found and the patient falls into                

a category where screening mammography is indicated as defined below, a         

mammography examination will be offered.                                        

    b.   Outpatient Women Veterans  The following policy will be followed       

for mammography screening:                                                      

    (1) By age 40, a baseline mammogram should be done for all women            

veterans.                                                                       

    (2) Over age 40, mammograms should be done yearly.                          

    c.  Women veterans who are in the medical center's active patient           

data base will be notified by Patient Care Administration Service annually      

of the availability of outpatient mammography through this medical center.      

    d.  All positive or suspicious mammography reports will be sent to          

the general surgery clinic.  The women veteran will be scheduled to be          

seen in general surgery clinic for follow-up and further care.                  

5.  REFERENCES.  M-2, "Clinical Affairs," Part I General, Chapter 2,            

"Veterans;"  Department of Veteran Affairs, Clinical Affairs, Women             

Veterans Coordinators Program Guide,  October 7, 199; and M-2, Part I           

Change 78, Chapter 29, " Female Veterans."                                      

6.  RESCISSION.  Medical Center Policy 011-033, Breast Cancer Screening,        

dated November 15, 1992.  The date of rescission of this policy is              

November 1, 2001.                                                               

7.  FOLLOW-UP RESPONSIBILITY.  Chief of Staff (WP).                             
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WILLIAM D. MONTAGUE                                                          

Medical Center Director                                                         

